Are there too many people in the world?
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The world‘s population has grown in the last 100 years by 3.5 billion people. Ask some one who was of parenting age after World War II, look at early television, read 50s magazines, etc. and it will become clear that there was a significant effort to encourage propagation partly to replace World War II losses. From this originated the "Baby Boomers”. 

The World's population is soon expected to top 6 billion. Are we all heading for disaster or can the Earth sustain the growing numbers? Population and family planning experts are gathering to discuss this issue. What do you think should be done?

THE CONTRAST: Where Have All the Babies Gone? 

Spain and Italy Have Lowest Birth-rate

MADRID, Spain -- The laughter of children still spills over the walls of St. John the Baptist School. But it's not quite as loud these days. There are fewer children at the Madrid school -- just like at other schools all across Spain. 

Births in Spain have gone from boom -- when couples commonly had a half-dozen children and dictator Francisco Franco rewarded the largest families -- to bust. 

Spaniards are having fewer babies than women of any other country in the world -- an average of 1.24 per woman, according to a 1996 report by the Council of Europe. Spanish demographers say the rate has since fallen to 1.21. 

Indeed, many European countries have low birth rates, giving the Continent an overall average of 1.5 births per woman. Italy is not far behind Spain, with a rate of 1.26. Germany and Greece follow at 1.35 and Austria and Russia at 1.4. The birth rate is 2.1 in the United States. 

Experts say an economic crunch, the increase of women getting jobs, and society's distancing from the Roman Catholic Church and its ban on contraception are behind Spain having the world's lowest birth-rate. 

For 4-year-old Daniel Benito, an energetic boy with dark, sparkling eyes, it means he eats breakfast and lunch at St. John the Baptist because his parents go to work early. He has no brothers or sisters to play with at home. 

 

On the plus side, as an only child, Daniel gets lots of toys and new clothes. In fact, as Spain's birth-rate slides to new lows, sales of toys, children's clothes and baby food are increasing. ``There are fewer kids, but now they are richer kids,'' said sociologist Alfredo Campo. ``Before, mothers used to make food for their babies. Now, nobody makes their own baby food; they all buy ready-to-eat baby food. And mothers don't have the time to be knitting baby booties.'' 

Parents note that when they grew up in large families, they often wore hand-me-down clothes, received gifts only once or twice a year and used their imaginations to make up games. The new generation may be getting somewhat spoiled. 
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